A Burning Bush - Upper Room Experience in a French parish in Paris (France)

By Sr. Hubert-Dominique Dufour o.p. and Paul Kutchukian

On Saturday May 29, 2004, the pope declared during the  vespers of Pentecost : "Thanks to the Charismatic Movement, a multitude of Christians, men and women, young people and adults have rediscovered Pentecost as a living reality in their daily lives. I hope that the spirituality of Pentecost will spread in the Church as a renewed incentive to prayer, holiness, communion and proclamation" (3). 

In 2001 when we asked our priest Denis Trinez whether he would agree to live this experience of the Upper Room/Burning Bush according to the triple demand of Sister Elena Guerra for intercession ( 
), and such as Kim Kollins shared it with us for three years, we did not know how far this project would be  leading the members of our parish, and beyond.

This DOCUMENT WILL THUS TRY to show the gradual taking-to-heart of the BURNING BUSH Initiative BY a PARish COMMUNITY.

How did we manage the experience ? 

2001 – Baby steps

The first year, with the agreement of our priest, we opened the church from 9am to 10pm during the nine days between Ascension and Pentecost. With Sr. Hubert-Dominique Dufour o.p. who bore this project, we wondered whether we would be able to hold on all this time ! As we did not want this experience to be too heavy on the parish community, we asked the charismatic prayer groups of Paris and area  to come and help us.

This first year, each day was divided into periods of praise, intercession and adoration. At 6:30pm, we would have the usual Eucharist and, in the evening,  at about 8:30pm, a time of prayer supported by the parish prayer group during which a specific teaching on the Holy Spirit was given each evening.

Day after day, during the times of praise and intercession, the prophecies and the words of God showed us the importance of our call. We had to go deeper down and visit the sin structures of the society, of the Church and of our families. Intercession showed us the importance of remaining in these dark places and at the same time it revealed its power to us.

After this first year, the experiment was so important that when we read it over with the parish council, we were led  to ask ourselves how the parish could go further into  it.

2002, the first invitation to the parish

The second year, in 2002, the pastoral council decided that the experience of the Upper Room would give room to  each reality of the parish for a time of prayer from 4:30pm to 5:30pm followed by a time of adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and the Eucharist.

That year, sharing this experience of prayer with the various components of the parish was very positive and a mutual source of joy : we all discovered how powerful the prayer of each member of the parish was.

2003, the same experience again

That year, we renewed the same interactivity, with, in the evenings,  a time of teaching on the theme of "Mary and the Holy Spirit,. Mary, Master of spiritual life". 

2004, complete change, or “ Duc in altum “

When the parish council decided to go on  in 2004  with the Cenacle project, the members realised this could not be done without a deep modification of the process.

The argument within the pastoral council was:

1. How can people involved in the various parish activities feel concerned by the Upper Room  and a necessary part of it if they intervene only for one hour during the nine days ?

2. Could we challenge the parish that the Upper Room project was worth giving it at least three evenings during the novena ?

3. Would we agree to try and live this time of Upper Room not like “a shop-window of my activities”  but as a time of communion  when the only important thing to look for is the friendship with the Holy Spirit, leaving aside what I  am doing in the parish ?

4. How could we arouse the interest of  the parish members for this spirituality of communion ?

5. Would the various activities present during the evenings accept to leave its place to the prayer group who was in charge of the whole project ?

The whole pastoral council believed in this possible interactivity and invited each reality of the parish to lead one evening meeting. The later evaluation was more than positive. For instance, this testimony :

The Knights of the Holy Sepulchre of  Saint Leu were the first to live this Upper Room novena : Friday is the day of their usual Eucharist for the Holy Land For that evening . they had prepared  texts on, and  prayers to, the Holy Spirit After a time of praise and the singing of the Veni Creator, we had a long meditation on the Litanies of the Holy Spirit.  All along the evening, we were blessed with a keen listening of the texts read to us and with a charismatic capacity of heightening their appreciation through songs “ tailored to them “. We had a very deep time of adoration of the Blessed Sacrement after the reading of a text by Charles de Foucauld . and a real outpouring of the Holy Spirit during the reading of a text by St Jean-Marie Vianney ( le Curé d’ Ars ) :  “It is the  Holy Spirit who shapes the thoughts in the hearts of the just and who engenders the words in their mouths. Those who have the Holy Spirit produce nothing that is bad ; all fruit of the Holy Spirit are good… When one has the Holy Spirit, the heart opens up and is flooded with Divine Love “. At the end of the evening  a Lady of the Holy Sepulchre said that this evening was for her "like  Heaven on  earth". 

Were we not living the spirituality of communion? What was a gift for this lady was one for us also, was it not ?  I could, of course give examples over each day, but what I would like to underline here is that the Charismatic grace of the Renewal in such a parish context largely contributes to highlight and  develop the proper grace of each person

Moreover, having  accepted this year “ to lose - in a way - our charismatic grace“, led us to experience the challenge  of the Holy Father's words at the Pentecost vespers ( quoted at the beginning of this text). In spite of many difficulties, "the game is  worth the candle".

Paris, tuesday, 28 September 2004

� Prayer for a renewal of the Church, the reunion of Christianity and a renewal of society.





